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“A spiritual story of my Aunt Nula”
By her nephew
Dr. Henry Tong, 3 June 2015

| recall the last few days with my aunt,
Nula Tong as follows........cccceueruennee.

| still recall the last time | saw her just
three weeks ago at her bedroom door,
looking at me peacefully saying goodbye
in one evening. | returned my smile to her

and said a final good bye. “God bless
— you,” | said and she returned a smile and
waved.

One Saturday morning this past April, | called to speak with my uncle Eddy due to
his illness. Aunt Nula picked up the phone. To my surprise, she was very eager to
speak with me. “Do you have any Good News for me?” she asked “Yes,” |
answered “Do you know the God of our Universe?” “Yes,” she answered. She told
me she was very faithful to God when she was in English nursing school during
her youth. She assured me that she had been reading the Bible in recent months.
She wanted to attend church; however, she was unable to do so due to her

painful knees.

At last we prayed together on the phone and she confirmed her faith in the
eternal God and His Son, Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. After an hour of sharing on
the phone, she was at peace with God.

Just five days ago, | saw her lying on the hospital bed, very peaceful. | prayed for
her motionless body. | am very certain that she is now very happy in heaven
without sickness, tears, and pain. Perhaps smiling at us from above and waiting
for us at the end of each life.
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A Love Letter to my Sam Sum

Dear Sam Sum,

Wasn't it just last week that we talked? You were asking me some questions about a nearby
hospital. | can still hear your voice calling me, chatting about this and that. How | wished that we got
to talk longer. | missed hearing your voice. Your voice was so clear, so strong.

| don't remember how | came to know you. You and Sam Shuk have always been larger than life
in the family. Growing up in Hong Kong, | always knew that | have an important uncle and a
beautiful aunt living in New York. After immigrating to California, | finally met you. You looked so
graceful and pretty. | remembered you were teaching me how to cook various appetizers. They all
sounded so complicated and delicious. There was one that stood out from the rest. | can still hear
you telling me how you would almost completely debone the drumettes, flipped it inside out, and
then deep fried the whole thing. You were so proud when you told me that your guests can hold the
bone as a fork! It sounded magical to my teenage ears. That was how | knew you were a wonderful
cook.

Over these years, we got to see each other every now and then, especially during large family
functions. Looking back, | was busy growing up, and then raising a family of my own. It was not until
the last few years that | really got to know you better. Even though | have never told you, | enjoyed
every bit of sharing that we had together, from the latest Chinese drama to the latest Chinese
non-fiction book. With you and Sam Shuk in New York and us in California, how | wished we lived
closer together. The very last time | saw you, we were sitting on the steps by the entry way of your
house. You were telling me how you fell on the driveway this winter when you were getting the
newspaper. Snow was piled along the side of the lawn, and you couldn't get up. You tried to ask for
help, but no one was in sight. Instead of being stressed, you told me that you took it in stride and
enjoyed an hour of sunshine. That is so you.

| always see you and Sam Shuk as the happily married couple. How many elderly
couples can truly say that? You were always so poise and loving towards him, through
good times and bad. Even though he can't hear you sometimes, | only saw patience and /'
not frustration from your face. You two would make a model couple. Up until the end,
you were a sharp lady. Nobody can pull the rug from under you, and honestly, | don't A & 7
think anyone ever had. If you were to be born in this generation, | am sure you would ‘
kick many behinds and climbed the corporate ladders all the way to the top. There is so
much that | can learn from you. There are still so many advices that | seek from you.
You will sorely be missed. Being Chinese, the word "love" is seldom —
spoken. | am proud to say that | love you, and you will always be in my<=_3
heart.

Love,

Colina
(Ah Suk)
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